QUARTERLY PERISCOPE. 


attempting to explain the origin of this affection, assume that the ligaments must 
be elongated or generally changed, before the head of the bone can quit the ace¬ 
tabulum. We have seen that this has occurred when air has gut into the cavity 
of t he joint above the head of the bone. But it is not necessary that the substance 
which gets in should be air. It may be a fluid secreted into the joint by the blood¬ 
vessels or it may be a solid substance growing within it. In proportion to the 
increase of the fluid or other substance formed there, the head of the bone sinks 
by its own gravity, without being necessarily forced down, and without any re¬ 
sistance being offered on the part of the ligaments.” 

It is certainly true, that the head of the thigh bone may sink to a certain extent 
out of the acetabulum without any preceding change in the ligaments; but before 
this happens completely, and insuch a manner as to give rise to actual spontane¬ 
ous luxation, they must certainly have suffered some alteration. It likewise 
cannotbe denied, that a fluid situated in thecavity of the acetabulum abovethehead 
of the bone, or a solid substance formed in the same situation, may give rise lo a 
dislocation of the same kind; but abstractedly from that point, that this occurs 
only in the rarest cases of spontaneous luxation, the bone does not sink out of the 
acetabulum during this process by its own weight, but is actually forced out. It 
is true that a few drachms of fluid are not sutlicient to overcome the force of 
atmospheric pressure; but a fluid of this description is incompressible, anil where 
it is, the head of the bone cannot be, and even the greatest degree of force capable 
ol being exercised by the muscles is insuflicient to retain it in thecavity. Weber 
himself says the same thing in an indirect way, and therefore involves himself in 
a contradiction; for he says, -‘the sinking of the head of the bone is in proportion 
to the increase in the quantity of the fluid." This case is of course quite differ¬ 
ent with air which has forced its way through a hole in the acetabulum; for this 
is in connexion with the whole atmosphere, and therefore presses the head of the 
bone downwards with the same power as it presses upwards by the operation of 
the same medium, so that the limb can now obey the impulse of its own gravity. 

The experiments in question, according to my opinion, afford the following 
anatomical, physiological, and pathological results: 

1. The head of the thigh bone completely fills the acetabulum, and the opposed 
suriaccs are adapted to each other. 

*2. The pressure of the surrounding atmosphere is to be classed among the 
means by which the lower extremity is kept in apposition with the trunk of the 
body. 

3. A spontaneous sinking of the head of the thigh bone out of the acetabulum 
may occur under certain circumstances without any preceding change in the 
ligaments.-i?<f; F .Med. Her. July, 1837, from ZeilscArift fur die GcsamvUi 
Median. B. II. H. III. 


PATHOLOGICAL ANATOMY AND GENERAL PATHOLOGY. 

13. Microscopic crystals in the alvinc evacuations of persons labouring under 
typhoid, fevers .—In our No. for May last we noticed the discovery by Dr. Schcen- 
lem of microscopic crystals in the alvine evacuations of persons labouring under 
abdominal typhus, aud also the observations of Prof. Muller on the same subject 
Subsequent investigations by M. Glcge, furnish the following results. 

The stercoraceous crystals exist in a healthy as well as in a morbid state. The 
fames of persons in health, examined immediately after expulsion, present a 
number ot very minute, but distinct, and sometimes perfectly transparent crystals. 
Their diameter is much less than in typhoid fever. To see them, a ma^nifyin" 
power of 2o0 diameters is required, their Icngt/i onlu varying dc } ccntiimc de mil¬ 
limetre. They are grouped together in large numbers, and their form of crystal¬ 
lization is very various. It is premature to form any theory about these facts. 

The matter contained in the lower end of the intestinal canal of a living fro" 
when submitted to the microscope, is found to be full of crystals, while that in tlie 
upper portion contains none; yet in twenty-four hours, or in less time, after its 
death, crystals are lound through the whole extent of the digestive canal. The 
bile has probably a good deal to do with the formation of these crystals. After 
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death that fluid usually contains crystals in great numbers; it also contains very 
regular filaments which unite in great numbers, so as to form small bands whicfi 
are always lound unaltered in the aivine dejections.— Gazettc Medical dc Paris. 

14. Spontaneous Rupture of the Heart.— Dr. AIaver relates in his Med. Pract 
Abhand. the following interesting example of this rare accident. As a peasant 
was employed with several labourers in landing timber from a raft, a rope broke, 
and one of the beams fell back with such violence on the float, that the peasant 
without being touched by the beam, fell from the shock into the water and al¬ 
though he was taken out immediately, expired after a few gasp s.—Autopsy 
The cavity of the chest contained at least five pounds of dark fluid blood, which 
had gushed from a rent m the pericardium, near the point where the aorta es- 
capes. The pericardium was distended with a similar fluid. On closer exami¬ 
nation, complete rupture of the heart was discovered, dividing it into halves a 
right upper and .^mailer, and a lelt. inferior, and larger half, only connected by 
an isthmus an inch in diameter. The substance of the heart, with the exception 
of a slight thinning ol the walls of the right ventricle, was perfectly healthy and 
not a trace of aneurismatic enlargement was discovered in the vessels.— B Ann 
Med. from Kleineut’s Report , Dec. 1830. 

15. On the nature of Mucus, and discharges from the Urino-genital orsans. _M. 

Ai.. DonnC has lately published an account of some interesting microscopic re¬ 
searches as to the nature of mucus and the diflerent discharges from the urino- 
genital organs. He has been led by them to the following conclusions:— 

1. The pus of urethral gonorrhea appears to be the same both in men and in 

women; it is alkaline, and presents the appearances of common phlegmonous pus 
It contains no animalcules. r 

2. The pus from chancres of the glans and of the vulva is alkaline. Its globules 
are less clear than those ol other pus. It is also alone capable of producing true 
pustules and chancre by inoculation. 

3. The sebaceous secretion of tbe prepuce is alkaline. No animalcules are de¬ 
veloped in the pus formed by tbe application of a blister to the glans of a non- 
syplulitic patient. 

1 The pus of buboes is alkaline, and never contains animalcules. 

5. The mucus of the vagina is in its healthy state acid, and composed of pelli¬ 
cles ol a peculiar form. It never contains animalcules unless in an unhealthy 
state. 3 

ti. The discharges from the vagina are either simply mucous or are purulent 

7. Mucous discharge constitutes vaginitis, or vaginalleucorrhci'a. It never 
contains any animalcules. 

8. Purulent discharge constitutes vaginal gonorrhaia: in it are found the new 

animalcules which M. Donne has described under the name of Trictmonas ca "i- 
lud is. e 

9. The acidity of the vnginal mucus, and the presence of animalcules in it per¬ 
haps contribute to diseases of the neck of the uterus. 11 

10. Uterine mucus is always alkaline, which distinguishes it from that of the 

vagina. In its healthy state it is not opaque and presents no globules: in affec¬ 
tions of the neck or body of the uterus it becomes muco-purulent, but never pro¬ 
duces animalcules. r 

11. Balsam of copaiba and cubebs, mixed with butter or chocolate, may be ad¬ 
ministered with advantage in gonorrhtra, in the form of solid cones introduced 
into the rectum. 


MATERIA MEDICA AND GENERAL THERAPEUTICS. 

1C. Physiological anti Therapeutical properties of pure Tannin. _M. C.vsnn. 

having previously ascertained by experiments on dogs, that pure tannin possesses 
no poisonous qualities, took himself three pills, each containing two and a half 
grains, for three successive days. Obstinate constipation was the consequence 
which lasted for eight days, and was only then relieved by the administration of 



